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Making Communication Possible

Looper Speech & Hearing Center was very fortunate to have Barbara 
McCoy serve on our Board of Directors. She brought a smile to your 
face whenever you saw her. She had a fashion style that showed the 
bright colors with all the matching accessories. If you spent any length 
of time around her, you were always treated to one of her stories.

Barbara had a passion for floral design which was a perfect fit for Looper. Along with her co-chair, 
Rita Norville, they planned, organized, and executed the annual floral fundraiser for the Center 
for six years. Each year they searched for exciting floral designers. As lovers of flowers, our guests 
were exposed to many talented individuals who shared their floral design secrets. Many long hours 
of planning went into each event.  After six years, that is over a thousand hours of time donated to 
Looper.

The following describes Barbara:

To be a volunteer, it takes...
Generosity, a willingness to give your time to others.
Understanding, because their lives might be very different from your own.
Empathy, an ability to put yourself in someone else’s shoes and feel what they must feel. 
Compassion, to truly care about making someone else’s life better.
Patience, because the process doesn’t always go as smoothly as it might.
Dedication, to stick with the project and see it through.

She has shown these qualities and so much more over the years. We thank her for her time, dedica-
tion, and humor. Her passing has left a void but we have so many memories that we hold dearly in 
our hearts and will recall for many years to come.

In Memory of 
Barbara McCoy



Looper Speech & Hearing Center Welcomes 
Dr. Katie McCreery-Scarbor, Au.D., Audiologist

We at Looper are so excited to announce 
Dr. Katie as a new member to our team. Her 
enthusiasm, excitement and knowledge are 
going to be a great addition to the Looper 
organization. 

Katie McCreery-Scarbor, Au.D., is an American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association certified 
audiologist whose passion is removing barri-
ers to hearing healthcare for everyone. Hearing 
loss can be an isolating experience, and Dr. Katie 

takes pride in helping her patients reconnect with their world through the use of assistive technology. In 
addition to providing hearing evaluations and rehabilitation services to children and adults, her clinical 
interests include tinnitus management via the use of sound therapy. Dr. Katie received her Doctor of Audi-
ology degree from East Tennessee State University in 2017, where she was trained in all facets of hearing 
healthcare. Georgia born and raised, she is happy to be serving patients in her home state. When she is not 
in the clinic, she enjoys creative writing and exploring the North Georgia mountains.  

n	 IN THE US, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 29 MILLION PEOPLE HAVE DIABETES AND 8.1 MILLION ARE NOT YET DIAGNOSED

	 DID YOU KNOW? Hearing loss occurs almost twice as often in adults who have diabetes than those who don’t.

n 	 IN THE US, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 37 MILLION ADULTS HAVE SOME DEGREE OF HEARING LOSS, WHILE 22 MILLION 
	 SUFFER FROM SOME FORM OF DEPRESSION.

	 DID YOU KNOW? Your ears can be a “window to your mind” and hearing loss may increase depression risk.

n 	 RESEARCH INDICATES YOUR INNER EAR’S SENSITIVITY TO BLOOD FLOW MAY ENABLE HEARING LOSS TO BE AN EARLY 
	 INDICATOR OF AND SCREENING TEST FOR HEART PROBLEMS.

	 DID YOU KNOW? Your ears can be a “window to your heart” and that 600,000 die annually of heart disease in the US.

HEARING HEALTH DECISIONS

From the Audiologist:    Healthy Hearing for a Healthy Brain
Until very recently, hearing loss was considered just another side effect of having more and more birthdays under 
your belt. In addition, making sure that you got treatment for your hearing loss was considered “elective” by many, 
including those in the medical community. However, new research has turned this idea on its head. Now, we know 
that your hearing health has a direct impact on your brain health. Audiologists have known for a long time that 
treating a hearing loss with hearing aids results in improved quality of life for our patients. They are able to be more 
active in their communities, and they are able to be more engaged in the activities they enjoy. They are able to com-
municate with friends and family and maintain these important relationships. With this new research, we now know 
that treating your hearing loss doesn’t just impact your social life. It also results in improved brain health by reducing 
your risk of anxiety, depression, and dangerous falls. Perhaps even more importantly, the medical community has 
recently discovered that treating hearing loss can slow the progress of dementia by up to 70%! That’s a fantastic 
breakthrough. Over the course of my first year here at Looper, I have loved getting to spread the word about all of 
the new advancements in hearing aid technology, such as smaller hearing aids, better sound quality, and cell phone 
connectivity. Now, I get to tell people all of the good things hearing aids can do for their brains! This year, we have 
helped more than 60 individuals take charge of their long term health and quality of life, and we look forward to 
helping many, many more in 2019. 



Founded  in 1969, LOOPER SPEECH AND HEARING 
CENTER is a private, not for profit 501 (c) (3) tax exempt 
organization, dedicated to meeting the speech, language 
and hearing needs of Northwest Georgia’s children and 
adults. The Center is a direct service provider, an informa-
tion resource center and an advocate for people of all ages 
who suffer from hearing loss, or have speech, swallowing 
and language disabilities.

Looper Speech and Hearing Center’s fiscal year is January 1, 2017 - Decem-
ber 31, 2017. The Center has an annual audit conducted by Ethan Miller of 
Johnson, Hickey, Murchison, CPA an independent auditor, and files an IRS 
Form 990 each year. 

In 2017, Looper Speech and Hearing Center provided 
over 9725 services.  Of those services, 5670 were 
financially assisted to 538 individuals.
Of those served:
26% are infants or youth under age 18
26% are adults under age 65
48% are older than 65,
71% are residents of Whitfield and Murray Counties
29% are from the surrounding communities
Income produced from Service Fees and Sales:
71% from Speech Services
14% from Audiological Services
15% from Hearing Aid Sales

Looper Speech and Hearing 
Center would like to express our 
gratitude to the sponsors of our 
2017 Fundraising Event.
 
Thank You. 
You Made A Difference. 
You Made it Possible.

Platinum - $1,000 +
Thomas Durkan III - 
The Community Foundation 
of NW GA

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Duffie 
in memory of Al & Claire 
Follachio

Gold - $500 +
Dalton Plastic Surgery
Textile Rubber & Chemical Co. Inc.

Silver - $100 +
Norris & Billie Little
Mr. Real Estate - Octavio Perez
Risk & Insurance Consultants

Shaw Industries

Mohawk Industries

Diamond - $2,500 +

Event committee:
Bill Brueckner, Chair
Christiane Bard
Dawn Beard
Billy Callahan

A special thank you to:
Rock Bridge for use of 
the Wink
 
Wes Koetje - production staff

Tim Williams - security staff

John Cowart
Paul Michal
Chuck Upchurch



$1 - $499
Ms. Kala Battle
Mrs. Brande Blair
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowling 
Mrs. Jeanne Burr 
Mrs. Nohemi Calvillo
Mr. and Mrs. Cookie Cook
Ms. Adrienne Cooper
Mrs. Tammy Daly
Ms. Abby Deason
Dr. and Mrs. Conrad Easley 
Mr. and Mrs. William Edwards
Mrs. Carolyn Godfrey 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Henson 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Hughes 
Ms. Caroline Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Kirkman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron King 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrington Littell, Jr.
Mrs. Carol Lumpkin 
Ms. Karina Olvera
Ms. Brenda Owens
Mrs. Hannah Pilcher
Dr. and Mrs. John Richmond 
Shaheen Carpet Mills, Inc. 
Mrs. Diane Stone
Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Thomas 
Dr. and Mrs. Cortland Zimbrick 
	
$500 +
Dr. and Mrs. John Black 
Mr. and Mrs. William Duffie 
Dr. and Mrs. William Edwards 
Mrs. Billie Erwin
Mrs. Rita Norville 
Mrs. Judy Presley
Dr. Denise Sheppard

$1000 +
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Beard
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brueckner
Mr. John Cowart
Ms. Kathie Edwards

Mrs. Pat Kelehear 
Dr. Katie McCreery-Scarbor
Mohawk Carpet Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Gayle Parks
Roman Open Charities
Helen and Harry Saul Foundation 
Shaw Industries

 
“In honor of” Donations
Mr. and Mrs. William Edwards 
Given by: 
Dr. and Mrs. Cortland Zimbrick
Cynthia Woods  Given by: 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowling
Mrs. Brenda Hoffmeyer  
Given by: Mrs. Jeanne Burr
Dr. and Mrs. Cortland Zimbrick 
Given by: 
Mr. and Mrs. William Edwards

“In memory of donations” 
Donations
Sis Brown Given by: 
Mrs. Rita Norville
Claire and Al Follachio Given by:
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Duffie
Dr. Murray Lumpkin Given by: 
Mrs. Carol Lumpkin
Mr. Bryant Black Given by: 
Dr. and Mrs. John Black
Barbara McCoy Given by: 
Dr. and Mrs. Conrad Easley

Friends Of Looper 2017 Donors 
and 2018 Donors to date:

If you would like to make a donation 
to Looper Speech and Hearing Center 

you can use the enclosed envelope, call 
the center at 706.226.4623 or now 
you can make a donation on line at 

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/lsah

2017 Fundraising Event 

Communicating With Comedy & Magic
A fun-filled family 
evening of comedy 
and magic - hosted 
by Kyle Jarrard

Plus a Raffle Drawing to 
Benefit Looper Speech & 
Hearing Center.

GRAND PRIZE $10,000

Looper Speech & Hearing Center expresses its heartfelt 
gratitude to the community for its support of our 2017 
fundraising event. The outstanding presentation by our 
guest Kyle Jarrard, assisted in making the event a success. 
The generous support of our financial sponsors, the sup-
port of our many In-Kind contributors, the work of many 
dedicated volunteers and the attendance of enthusiastic 
guests enables Looper to continue providing life-changing 
services to patients with communication difficulties. We 
are fortunate to be a part of such a generous community.

Gratefully yours,
Board of Directors, Event Committee and 
Kathie Edwards, President

Looper Speech and Hearing Center Board of Directors
Executive
Chuck Upchurch - Chairman 
John Cowart - Vice Chairman 
Gayle Parks - Treasurer
Nathan Felker - Secretary 
Dawn Beard - Past Chairman

Members
Christiane Bard 
Allan Boyd
Bill Brueckner 
Billy Callahan 
William Edwards 

Karen Kraft 
Brett Lewis 
Ashton Miller 
Kim Priest
Kathie Edwards - President/CEO

Watch out 2019 - It is time to celebrate!
Looper Speech & Hearing Center will 
be celebrating 

 of serving Northwest Georgia.


